
Elena RATCU  
Councillor RNC-WEC 

Elena Ratcu  is adviser to the Romanian Member 
Committee of the World Energy Council since 2011, 
after having been Secretary General of the Romanian 
Transmission and System Operator - 
“Transelectrica”  for ten years.   
Before Transelectrica, Elena was Director of 
Communication and Public Relations within CONEL 
(National Electricity Company), after having 
formerly been director of the same division within 
RENEL (Romanian Authority for Electric Energy)  
Previously, Elena Ratcu was head of the 
International Affairs Department with ICEMENERG 
(Energy Research and Modernisign Institute ), which 
later on became the Electricity Study and Research 
Group of RENEL, where she coordinated international relations activities. 
Elena is the author of three volumes  under the title „Seniors of energy ” (2015-2020) and of 
the memorialistic volumes „Marius Peculea – the Man ” (2017)  and  „Beauty Dream” (2020). 
She is co-author of the Monographic works  „Călin Mihăileanu – an aristocrate of the 
Romanian power industry ” (2020) and  „WEC Romanian Memeber Commitee - 90 years of 
Romanian Brand” (2004). She is the coordonator of the  volume „Transelectrica -10 years 
(2010) and of the volume „Mihnea Constantinescu – energy diplomacy”  (2022). Her first novel 
was issued in 2023.  
She has over 45 years experience in the power sector, where she had several achievements in 
the international cooperation and communication & PR field, having also been editor-in chief 
of the „Impuls” newsletter edited by CONEL and Transelectrica and member of the editorial 
Board of review “Patronat –E”, edited by the Energetica Ownership Federation and of the 
“Energy Messenger”, edited by the Romanian Mmeber Commitgtee of the Wqorld Energy 
Council.    
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Masha LUKYANCHUK 
Senior business development manager for Europe – World Energy Council 

Masha is a skilled professional overseeing the 
membership community of the World Energy 
Council in the European region, with a focus on 
fostering energy and energy+ collaborations within 
the European clusterof the Council. 
With over two decades of experience in business 
development and strategy across diverse industries, 
Masha brings a wealth of knowledge to her role, 
particularly in the European region and cross-market 
collaboration. Over the last decade, she has 
developedher expertise in the energy sector, 
navigating various energy transition scenarios and 
their implications on companies' financial 
performance and strategic objectives.Continuously 
navigating a challenging learning path within the 
energy sector, Masha firmly believes that innovative 
and unconventional approaches, coupled with strong 
technical expertise, are key to solving to complex 
challenges of energy transition. 
Throughout her career, Masha has been dedicated to 
building and leading high-performing teams, 
consistently delivering outstanding results. She thrives on steep learning curves and is known 
for her ability to find innovative and unconventional solutions to complex challenges. 
Masha holds a degree in Economics and has completed an MBA program with a focus on 
marketingas well as business coach certification tofurther enrich her strategic acumen and 
leadership capabilities. Mashais passionate about driving positive change in the energy industry 
and is committed to shaping a sustainable and resilient energy future.  
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Michelle ARELLANO-MEZA 
Manager, Membership and Future Energy Energy Leaders, World Energy Council 

Michelle is an internationalist with 
extensive experience in global energy 
policy, international relations, and 
sustainable development. She brings a 
multidisciplinary perspective that includes 
socio-economic insights to an often-
technocratic sector. She is currently leading 
the Future Energy Leaders programme at 
the World Energy Council, where she 
promotes clean and just energy transitions 
for a healthier, more inclusive future for all. 
Michelle's career has spanned across 
sectors, with previous experiences in the 
government, private, and third sectors. She 
has represented Ecuador, her home 
country, as a negotiator at various United 
Nations Climate Change conferences and at 
regional bodies, including the Community 
of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC). She holds a Master of Science in 
Environment and Development from the London School of Economics and a Bachelor's degree 
in International Relations from Pontificia Universidad Católica del Ecuador. 

In addition to her professional roles, Michelle volunteers as a trustee at the Women's Alliance 
for Resilience and Meaningful Inclusion (WARMI), leading sustainability projects and 
mentoring migrant women to enhance their economic and social mobility. Fluent in English 
and Spanish, Michelle’s diverse expertise and dedication are driving positive change. 
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Burkhard von Kienitz 
COO Processes, E.ON 

Burkhard von Kienitz is an experienced energy expert. He 
manages COO processes at the Headquarter of E.ON SE and 
works directly for the CEO, Dr. Leo Birnbaum. He gives 
lectures at the Technical University of Munich, holds mandates 
in national and international organizations and is supervisory 
Board Member of several international Companies. 
Burkhard has worked in various countries and functions in the 
energy sector over the past decades. He is an Officer at the 
World Energy Council (WEC) and Chair for cross regional 
cooperation. Additionally, he is active as member in the studies 
and the finance committee of the global organization. 
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Rares HURGHIS  
Executive Director of Future Energy Leaders (FEL) Romania and a Global FEL member 
within World Energy Council  

Rareș Hurghiș is the Executive Director of Future 
Energy Leaders (FEL) Romania and a Global FEL 
member within World Energy Council. He owns a 
PhD in economics from Babeș-Bolyai University 
from Cluj-Napoca. He has over 9 years of experience 
in the energy sector (distribution and supply, natural 
gas and electricity, renewable energies, e-mobility, 
decentralized PV, biomethane, hydrogen) within two 
of the largest energy companies in Romania. He has 
expertise in the areas of strategy, business 
development, finance, respectively in implementing 
strategic and transformational projects. He has a 
strong interest in the sustainability area and new 
technologies that help us to reduce the impact on the 
environment. 
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Neil M. Wilmshurst 
Senior Vice President of Energy System Resources & CNO 
 
Neil Wilmshurst is Senior Vice President of Energy 
System Resources and Chief Nuclear Officer for the 
Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI). He has overall 
management and technical responsibility for the research 
and development activities conducted by EPRI with its 
global membership related to all generation sources and 
storage.  
Wilmshurst joined EPRI in 2003 as a Senior Project 
Manager in the Plant Support Engineering program. In 
2008, he became Director of the Plant Technology 
department. He was appointed as Vice President, 
Nuclear and Chief Nuclear Officer in 2010, where, until 
2020, he led the sector through the impactful years 
following the Fukushima accident. During this time, the 
nuclear sector's global membership expanded to 
encompass more than 80% of the world's commercial nuclear fleet.  
Before joining EPRI, Wilmshurst worked in various nuclear utility engineering and 
maintenance roles with AmerGen and Exelon at Three Mile Island Unit 1 and British Energy 
at Sizewell B. Before joining the civil nuclear program, Wilmshurst served 13 years in the 
Royal Navy as a Nuclear Submarine Engineer Officer.  
Wilmshurst received a bachelor's degree in electrical, mechanical, and control engineering 
from the Royal Naval Engineering College, Manadon, a Post Graduate Diploma in nuclear 
reactor technology from the Royal Naval College, Greenwich, and a master's degree in defense 
administration from Cranfield Institute of Technology, Shrivenham. He was also certified as a 
Naval Nuclear Plant Operator. 

WEC - R
NC  

FOREN 20
24



Borislav BOEV 
Secretary of Bulgarian Member Committee – World Energy Council 
Chief Expert “Project Development” – Kozloduy NPP – New Builds PLC 

Borislav Boev is a Ph.D in Economics with a 
successfully defended dissertation in the field of 
nuclear energy economics. He works as Chief 
Expert "Project Development" at Kozloduy NPP 
– New Builds PLC and is Secretary of Bulgarian 
Member Committee to the World Energy 
Council. He’s also part-time university lecturer 
at D.A. Tsenov Academy of Economics – 
Svishtov, Bulgaria and author of numerous 
research publications dedicated to energy 
economics, strategic planning, and management 
in energy, industrial economics & etc. 
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Aad GROENENBOOM 

Secretary WEC Bulgaria 
 
Aad was PriceWaterhouse's lead partner in the energy sector from 
the 1990s until his departure from PwC in 2010. A former PW 
partner, he served on PwC's internal board for two terms (8 years) 
from 1998 following the merger with Coopers Lybrand. 

He worked for major energy companies such as Shell, Exxon, 
Vattenfall, RWE, etc. He was also involved in the European 
leadership of PwC's energy practice and in this context established 
a European renewable energy group. In the early 2000s, he was 
instrumental in the change management of the Dutch energy sector 
liberalisation and privatisation process, which gave him broad 
experience in regulation and carve-outs with governments and 
private companies. After his retirement in 2010, he was appointed 
chairman of the independent Nepaf Board, a foundation that 
oversaw the implementation of the agreements on the sale of Nuon (a major Dutch energy 
supplier and producer) to Vattenfall and held this position for nine years. 

Aad has organised and hosted biennial meetings of politicians and high-level business people 
from the energy sector in The Hague since 2000. 

He also served as a supervisory board member in other assignments and companies, including 
the webshop retailer Wehkamp. 

After his retirement, together with the chair Jeroen van Hoof, they set up the Dutch World 
Energy Council, involving most major players in the Dutch energy sector representing the 
broad spectrum of the Dutch energy market. He and his team organized annually a study with 
the WEC NL members of certain aspects of the energy transition, like wind on the North Sea, 
international cooperation, energy transport from the North Sea, hydrogen etc. and held an 
annual conference thereof which attracted many participants. In 2020 he and his WEC NL team 
and other stakeholders organized the bid process for the World Energy Congress 2025 which 
was won successfully. 

He takes a keen interest in the development of the energy sector on a local and global level and 
is very pleased to serve the World Energy Council. He is committed to be part of the global 
network and to the objectives of the Energy Transition and is looking forward to cooperate with 
all other members to achieve our goals and to organise a great World Energy Congress 2025. 
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Maira KUSCH  
Head of Office at World Energy Council – Germany 

From September 2020 to December 2021, she held 
the position of Senior Manager at WEC Germany. 
Before joining the World Energy Council network, 
Maira Kusch worked as Senior Consultant for 
energy, environment and mobility at the EPA 
European Berlin Brüssel Political Affairs GmbH, a 
strategic consultancy based in Berlin, and as Policy 
Advisor for Matthias Groote, MEP, in the 
Committee on the Environment of the European 
Parliament in Brussels and Strasbourg. She holds a 
Master’s degree in International Studies / Peace 
and Conflict Research and a Bachelor’s degree in 
European Studies. Maira is co-author of the book 
“Flüssiggas und BioLPG in der Energiewende” 
(“The Role of Liquefied Petroleum Gas and 
BioLPG in the Energy Transition”), published at VDE VERLAG, Berlin in 2020. 
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Prof. Ioan Dan GHEORGHIU, Ph. D. 
WEC-RNC, Chairman 

Prof. Ioan Dan Gheorghiu was 
appointed Chairman of the 
Supervisory Board and Chief 
Executive Officer of the Institute for 
Studies and Power Engineering 
(ISPE) in 1992, after 6 years of 
coordinating the engineering activity 
as Technical Director. He joined ISPE 
immediately after graduating from 
Polytechnic Institute of Bucharest - 
Energetic Faculty - Power Section 
(1969).  

At present, he is the Chairman of 
WEC Romanian National Committee.  

     Academic distinguishes and 
activities:  

• “Magna cum laudae” Ph. D. (Eng) with the topic “Management and financial 
engineering in the energy field”  

• Associated professor at Oradea - Polytechnic University - Energetic Faculty.  

        Prof. Ioan Dan Gheorghiu has as main professional concern to consolidate ISPE leading 
position in the field of consulting and engineering services, defining it as the unique energy 
project developer at national level. He is constantly involved in global energy issues, such as: 

• Developing a sustainable energy future for Romania, through the entire consulting 
and engineering activity of ISPE   

• Developing, as team leader, the national strategy in the field of power and heat 
generation, transmission and distribution 

• Promoting the security of energy supply, rational primary resources use and energy 
efficiency in Romania and at regional level  

• Management of all retrofitting and up-grading programs in the field of power and heat 
generation, transmission and distribution  

•  Development and promotion of environmentally friendly energy projects  
• Promoting the use of RES in Romania and RES technologies development  

        Professional societies and activities in international affairs, scientific works and different 
articles within: 

• UNECE work shops - Sustainable Energy Division 
• World Energy Council - WEC Congresses  
• CIGRE - International Major Overhead Transmission Lines Conference  
• Power Gen Conferences  
• Regional Energy Forums  
• Politechnica University of Bucharest workshops. 
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Prof. Ioan Dan Gheorghiu is a leadership voice in the Romanian energy development 
strategies and has assumed opinions regarding all issues in the fields of power, oil and 
gas. He is a member of several professional bodies and employers’ associations: 
• WEC-RNC – World Energy Council, the Romanian National Committee, founder 

member and chairman  
• APER – Romanian Power Policies Associations, founder member  
• FREM – Romanian Foundation for Power and Environment, founder member  
• SIER – Romanian Society of Thermo-energetic Engineers, member 

Prof. Ioan Dan Gheorghiu is author or co-author for more than 20 volumes and over 80 
scientific papers on energy issues.  
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Ștefan GHEORGHE 

Executive Director General WEC Romania 

Stefan GHEORGHE graduated from Politehnica University of 
Bucharest (UPB) in 1981 and holds the Ph.D. degree (1994) from 
the same university. Dr. Gheorghe graduated also from OPEN 
University Business School and hold MBA degree. Since 2001 he 
is a Professor with the Department of Power Engineering, Electrical 
Engineering Faculty, Valahia University of Targoviste. Since 2013 
he is with Power Engineering Faculty, Politehnica University of 
Bucharest. He is habilitated as a supervisor of Doctoral Studies. His 
research interests include power quality and power system analysis 
with results published in more than 100 papers in journals and 
conference proceedings and books. Dr. Gheorghe has been part of 
top management of Romanian TSO and DSOs and contributed to international research 
projects like:  VSYNC, SUCCESS, FISMEP. He has participated in CIGRE WG 36.07 
contributing to the “Power Quality: Indices and objectives” report and in EURELECTRIC WG 
Distribution, where he co-authored several reports. Presently, dr. Gheorghe is deputy general 
director of the Romanian National Committee of World Energy Council. He is a Senior 
Member of IEEE (Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers). 
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