
Radu PORUMB 
POLITEHNICA Bucharest, Professor 

Radu Porumb (SM 2003, M 2006) was born in 
1977, in Romania. MSc in electrical power 
systems from the Universitatea Politehnica of 
Bucharest in 2001 and Ph.D. in electrical 
engineering from Politecnico di Torino, Italy, in 
2005. In 2010 he was awarded an European 
founded postdoctoral fellowship with the research 
topic focusing on power quality issues of smart 
grids. He is currently associate professor at 
University Politehnica of Bucharest, Department 
of Electrical Power Systems.  
His field of interest has been primarily focused on 
electrical systems analysis, distributed generation, 
renewable resources planning and development, 
energy efficiency, energy audit, computer 
modelling of power system reliability and smart 
grid topics. He was involved in a wide range of 
issues in topics such as the availability of energy 
resources, methods of harnessing them and the involvement of both public and private sectors 
in partnerships through work on Renewable Resources and Distributed Generation diffusion 
into traditional power systems and also the possibility of reducing energy consumption by 
addressing the efficiency issue.  
The research activity comprises more than 30 projects as team leader, as well as 50 projects 
as research team member. He was also expert evaluator within FP6, Renewable Resources 
topic, and Local Coordinator of the EU FP7 project SiNGULAR, and was involved in H2020 
research projects such as Flexitranstore, Interrface, and Farcross. 
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Gianfranco CHICCO 

Professor – Politecnico di Torino 

Gianfranco Chicco holds a Ph.D. in Electrotechnics 
Engineering and is a Full Professor of Electrical Energy 
Systems at Politecnico di Torino (POLITO), Italy. He 
received the title of Doctor Honoris Causa from the 
Universities Politehnica of Bucharest and “Gheorghe 
Asachi” of Iasi (Romania) in 2017 and 2018, respectively. 
He is the Chair of the IEEE R8 Italy Section. He is the 
Scientific Responsible of the research group on Power and 
Energy Systems at POLITO, and the Responsible of the 
Torino unit of the Italian Consortium ENSIEL. He is a 
Member of the Italian Association of Electrotechnics, 
Electronics, Automation, Informatics and 
Telecommunications (AEIT), and a registered professional 
Engineer in the Province of Torino, Italy.  

He is listed in the "World's Top 2% Scientists" ranking of the Stanford University (October 
2023 update). He is the Editor-in-Chief of Sustainable Energy Grids and Networks. He is the 
Coordinator of the International Steering Committee of the Conferences IEEE PES Innovative 
Smart Grid Technologies (ISGT) Europe and a Member of the International Steering 
Committee of the Universities Power Engineering Conference (UPEC) and of the Smart 
Energy Systems and Technologies (SEST) Conferences. He was the Conference Chair of 
WESC 2006, IEEE PES ISGT Europe 2017, UPEC 2020 and IEEE Eurocon 2023, and is the 
Chair of SEST 2024. 

Within POLITO and ENSIEL, he has worked in many national and international projects in 
different roles. His International scientific production includes one book, five book chapters, 
over 120 journal publications, and over 200 publications in Conference proceedings. His h-
index is 50 from Scopus. His main research topics include Power and Distribution System 
Analysis and Optimization, Data Analytics Applied to Energy Systems, and Electrical Load 
Management. 
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Maria-Manuela CATRINA 
Deputy Director, Undersecretary of State - The National Cyber Security Directorate 

Starting from December 2022, Mrs. 
Catrina exercises the function of Deputy 
Director within the National Cyber 
Security Directorate where she 
coordinates the General Division for 
Institutional Partnerships with the main 
goal of creating the national framework 
for cooperation between public, private, 
education, and research institutions to 
ensure a realistic, common, and coherent 
vision and approach regarding the cyber 
security in Romania. 

Ms. Maria Manuela Catrina has a 
background in mathematics and computer 
science, as well as extensive expertise in 
international relations and security. In the 
early 2000s she joined the high levels of 
government as Advisor for the Romanian 
Prime Minister, the path she continues in 
various positions in the Romanian Parliament and Government. 

Ms. Catrina who was nominated among top 50 Women of Influence in Cyber-security in 
Europe is also a member in the Women4cyber Council since 2021. She is passionate about 
digital transformation, cyber security and promoting women in technology. 

Between 2017 and 2019 as Secretary of State in the Ministry of Communications and 
Information Society, Ms. Catrina contributed to the complex preparations for Romania’s 
Presidency of the Council of the European Union. Her mandate includes broader aspects as 
well as more specialized areas of the Digital Agenda - such as cybersecurity, AI and robotics, 
also promoting women in tech.  
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Sergiu Stelian ILIESCU 
Automation engineer 

University professor, graduate of the Polytechnic Institute of 
Bucharest in 1965, Automatic Control field, 
PhD in 1979 with the thesis "Structures and applications of 
process computers", scientific supervisor prof.dr.eng. 
Corneliu PENESCU, corresponding member of the RSR 
Academy, 
since 2014 Doctor Honoris Causa of the Technical University 
of Cluj Napoca; 
specializations at Univ. Duisburg and DAAD scholarship TU 
Darmstadt (Germany), TU Wien and Univ. Ghent (Belgium). 
1965-1966 assembly and commissioning trainee engineer at 
IMIA Bucharest, 
1966-1968 design engineer at ISPE Bucharest, 
since 1968 – teaching and university research activity, currently Emeritus Professor and 
doctoral supervisor; 
Honorary member ASTR, corresponding member AOSR, guest professor TU Darmstadt 
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Bogdan LEU 
Research & Innovation Project Manager, Transelectrica 

Bogdan is an energy professional with a background in 
power systems, digitalisation, smart grids and new 
technologies. He studied power systems engineering at 
University Politehnica of Bucharest, in 2019 he finished his 
master’s degree with a research on distribution networks at 
Institut Politechnique de Grenoble and in 2023 he obtained 
his PhD degree in Electrical Engineering. 
He is part of Transelectrica’s team (the Romanian TSO) 
since 2017 and before that he worked for a short period of 
time in public administration, for the Romanian Ministry of 
Energy. In Transelectrica, Bogdan is a Project Manager for 
different pilot projects that are part of Company’s Research 
& Innovation portofolio of projects. 
Bogdan is also the Chairman of CIGRE Next Generation Network Romania and member of 
World Energy Council’s Future Energy Leaders Programme (FEL-100), where some of the 
most promising young energy professionals who share a commitment to shaping the future of 
energy are selected. 
Also, starting with 2022 he is an Associate & Summer School Director with Energy Policy 
Group (EPG), a Bucharest-based non-profit, independent think-tank specializing in energy and 
climate policy, market analytics and energy strategy. 
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Cristian GHEORGHIU  
Teaching Assistant, National Science and Technology University POLITEHNICA of Bucharest, 
Power Engineering Faculty 

Cristian graduated the Doctoral 
School of the Power Engineering 
Faculty, with his thesis proposing a 
novel methodology for developing 
and Advanced Energy Management 
System, based on the use of 
Machine Learning Algorithms in 
2022. He also has a Master’s 
Degree in Energy Efficiency (2016-
2018) and a bachelor degree in 
Energy Management (2012-2016) 
from the National Science and 
Technology University 
POLITEHNICA of Bucharest, 
Power Engineering Faculty. 

With more than six years in 
academia and more than twenty 
published scientific papers, Cristian 
GHEORGHIU occupies a Teaching 
Assistant position at the National 
Science and Technology University POLITEHNICA of Bucharest, in the Power Engineering 
Faculty, Power Generation and Use department, being the laboratory responsible with a focus 
on Electrical Engineering (the Electrical Part of Powerplants and Substations, Electrical 
Equipment, Wind Power Generation, the Quality Assurance of the Energy Supply Service) and 
Digitalization (Applied Informatics). 

Cristian GHEORGHIU is a freelance Energy Consultant with a focus on obtaining non-
refundable financing for various private and public institutions. In the last four years he was 
the technical lead consultant for more than one hundred energy projects, from the submission 
of the project to the implementation phase.  

The projects, which obtained a cumulated non-refundable financing of more than 500 mil. 
EUR, with a success rate of more than 90%, are based on the European Union’s most important 
topics, such as Renewable Energy Sources (4+ GW), Energy Storage Systems (600+ MWh), 
Green Hydrogen (10,000+ tons/year), Energy Efficiency (150+ GWh/year savings) and 
Digitalization (10+ complex projects). 
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Teodora MÎNDRA 
Manager of the Programs and Events Department - FEL Romania 

Teodora Mîndra is the Manager of the 
Programs and Events Department within FEL 
Romania, being a member of the organization 
since 2019. During this period, Teodora 
contributed to the publication of articles for 
projects such as Energy 101 and wrote for the 
Energetic Messenger and EMERG, where she 
shared her expertise in the automation of 
energy systems. It was also involved in the 
organization of prestigious FEL brand events, 
such as the FEL Gala 2023 and the FEL Energy 
Summit. Currently, Teodora is involved in two 
corporate social responsibility (CSR) projects, 
including "information pill" projects on 
various energy topics, such as understanding 
bills and the importance of SCADA systems in 
wind farms. Another notable program she 
coordinates is a mentoring program for women 
in the energy industry. 

Teodora is a PhD student at the Faculty of 
Automation and Computers, after completing her bachelor's and master's studies at the Faculty 
of Energy.  

In addition, Teodora holds the position of Head of R&D&I Software at the Romanian company 
SIS SA, where she contributes to the promotion of sustainability and innovation in the energy 
field. Among the significant projects in which it was involved are: "modernization of Cincis 
HydroPower Plant", "Modernization of the A1 jet fuel warehouse in Timișoara" or "Monitoring 
of solar, photovoltaic and geothermal systems at the Home for the elderly in Alba Iulia". 

Teodora Mîndra is distinguished by her contribution to the development of innovative and 
sustainable energy solutions, demonstrating a firm commitment to technological advancement 
and energy transition. 
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