Dan Dragos DRAGAN
Secretary of State within the Romanian Ministry of Energy

Dan Dragos DRAGAN is a Secretary of
State within the Romanian Ministry of
Energy, coordinating the institutional
activities related to the development and
implementation of an integrated energy
policy and a regulatory framework in
Romania and is responsible for European
affairs and International relations, and for
policies and strategies implemented in the
energy sector (Green Deal, European funds
and state aid).

With extensive experience in the private
sector, Secretary of State, Dan Dragan has
held several executive management
positions in the field of energy and finance. )

He is a graduate of management and computational economics and is licensed as a broker for
forward transactions.




Gabriel ANDRONACHE
Vice President, Romanian Energy Regulatory Authority

As of 23 April 2023, Mr. Gabriel Andronache is Vice
President of the Romanian Energy Regulatory Authority.

From December 2021 to April 2023, he held the position of
Chairman of the Board of Directors of Romanian Power
Grid Company Transelectrica S.A.

Mr. Gabriel Andronache holds an extensive managerial
experience in the administrative, public and private sectors
as well as in the energy industry. Mr. Andronache has also
served on the stock exchange listing committees for
strategic companies in Romanian energy sector, such as
Transgaz, Nuclearelectrica and Romgaz. His expertise in
the energy industry is also reflected in his work on the
supervisory boards of several companies in the electricity
value chain.

Mr. Andronache was a member of the Board of Directors
of Electrica S.A. (2013), a member of the Board of
Directors of ENEL Distribution Banat S.A. (2014 - 2015),
a member of the Supervisory Board of Hidroelectrica S.A.
Bucharest (2017-2019).

Mr. Gabriel Andronache has consolidated his experience through various key positions in the
central public administration: director of the cabinet of the Minister of Economy, Trade and
Business Environment (2014-2015), advisor at the Office for Trade and Economic Promotion,
Romanian Embassy in Paris (2015-2017), president of the Interministerial Council for the
implementation of state aid policy at the Romanian Government (2017 - 2018). He also served
as a State Counsellor in the Prime Minister's Office from 2017 to 2018.

Mr. Andronache graduated "Alexandru loan Cuza" Police Academy in Bucharest with a degree
in legal sciences, followed by postgraduate studies in Public Law and Administrative Sciences
at the Faculty of Law of the University of Bucharest, as well as a course on Security and Good

Governance at the National Defence College (2014).



Alexandru SANDULESCU

Europeans Union s High-Level Adviser on Energy for Republic of Moldova

Alexandru Sandulescu’s current activity is to provide
policy, legal and regulatory advice in creating a
competitive energy market by transposing EU energy
acquis, in increasing energy security of supply by
promoting the gas and electricity interconnections
with EU networks, in development of a sustainable
energy sector by increasing the use of renewable
energy sources and energy efficiency projects, to the
Ministry for Energy - Republic of Moldova. His main
objective is to bring Republic of Moldova in-line
with the EU energy acquis and in the future to assist
Moldova in EU accession negotiations on Chapter 15
— Energy and Chapter 21 — Trans-European
Networks.

Previously, Alexandru worked in Romania, as
general director of the Energy Department in
Ministry of Economy, general director in the National
Authority for Energy Regulation, programme
director in [CEMENERG - research and engineering

institute, other positions in the energy sector including in energy companies.

Alexandru obtained his MsC in Energy, at Bucharest Technical University. He also holds a PhD
in Energy Markets and studied utility regulation at University of Gainesville Florida and
Sherbrooke University Montreal. He is honorary member of the Romanian National Committee

of the World Energy Council.



Neil M. Wilmshurst
Senior Vice President of Energy System Resources & CNO

Neil Wilmshurst is Senior Vice President of Energy
System Resources and Chief Nuclear Officer for the
Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI). He has overall
management and technical responsibility for the research
and development activities conducted by EPRI with its
global membership related to all generation sources and
storage.

Wilmshurst joined EPRI in 2003 as a Senior Project
Manager in the Plant Support Engineering program. In
2008, he became Director of the Plant Technology
department. He was appointed as Vice President,
Nuclear and Chief Nuclear Officer in 2010, where, until
2020, he led the sector through the impactful years
following the Fukushima accident. During this time, the
nuclear sector's global membership expanded to
encompass more than 80% of the world's commercial nuclear fleet.

Before joining EPRI, Wilmshurst worked in various nuclear utility engineering and
maintenance roles with AmerGen and Exelon at Three Mile Island Unit 1 and British Energy
at Sizewell B. Before joining the civil nuclear program, Wilmshurst served 13 years in the
Royal Navy as a Nuclear Submarine Engineer Officer.

Wilmshurst received a bachelor's degree in electrical, mechanical, and control engineering
from the Royal Naval Engineering College, Manadon, a Post Graduate Diploma in nuclear
reactor technology from the Royal Naval College, Greenwich, and a master's degree in defense
administration from Cranfield Institute of Technology, Shrivenham. He was also certified as a
Naval Nuclear Plant Operator.




Gianfranco CHICCO

Professor — Politecnico di Torino

Gianfranco Chicco holds a Ph.D. in Electrotechnics
Engineering and is a Full Professor of Electrical Energy
Systems at Politecnico di Torino (POLITO), Italy. He
received the title of Doctor Honoris Causa from the
Universities Politehnica of Bucharest and “Gheorghe
Asachi” of lasi (Romania) in 2017 and 2018, respectively.
He is the Chair of the IEEE R8 Italy Section. He is the
Scientific Responsible of the research group on Power and
Energy Systems at POLITO, and the Responsible of the
Torino unit of the Italian Consortium ENSIEL. He is a
Member of the Italian Association of Electrotechnics,
Electronics, Automation, Informatics and
Telecommunications (AEIT), and a registered professional
Engineer in the Province of Torino, Italy.

He is listed in the "World's Top 2% Scientists" ranking of the Stanford University (October
2023 update). He is the Editor-in-Chief of Sustainable Energy Grids and Networks. He is the
Coordinator of the International Steering Committee of the Conferences IEEE PES Innovative
Smart Grid Technologies (ISGT) Europe and a Member of the International Steering
Committee of the Universities Power Engineering Conference (UPEC) and of the Smart
Energy Systems and Technologies (SEST) Conferences. He was the Conference Chair of
WESC 2006, IEEE PES ISGT Europe 2017, UPEC 2020 and IEEE Eurocon 2023, and is the
Chair of SEST 2024.

Within POLITO.and ENSIEL, he has worked in many national and international projects in
different roles. His International scientific production includes one book, five book chapters,
over 120 journal publications, and over 200 publications in Conference proceedings. His h-
index is 50 from Scopus. His main research topics include Power and Distribution System
Analysis and Optimization, Data Analytics Applied to Energy Systems, and Electrical Load
Management.



Burkhard von Kienitz
COO Processes, E.ON

Burkhard von Kienitz is an experienced energy expert. He
manages COO processes at the Headquarter of E.ON SE and
works directly for the CEO, Dr. Leo Birnbaum. He gives
lectures at the Technical University of Munich, holds mandates
in national and international organizations and is supervisory
Board Member of several international Companies.

Burkhard has worked in various countries and functions in the
energy sector over the past decades. He is an Officer at the
World Energy Council (WEC) and Chair for cross regional
cooperation. Additionally, he is active as member in the studies
and the finance committee of the global organization.




Mihaela MIHAILESCU
Associate Director, Deputy Head Romania, EBRD

Mihaela Mihailescu is the EBRD’s Deputy Head for Romania, based
in Bucharest. Prior to this, she coordinated the EBRD’s private
sector-related portfolio in Romania.

Mihaela joined the EBRD in 2008 as a Senior Analyst in Bucharest,
responsible for originating and executing transactions in Romania’s
private sector (General Industry and Natural Resources).

She holds a MBA in International Finance from Brandeis
International Business School and is ACCA certified.




Rares HURGHIS
Executive Director of Future Energy Leaders (FEL) Romania and a Global FEL member
within World Energy Council

Rares Hurghis is the Executive Director of Future
Energy Leaders (FEL) Romania and a Global FEL
member within World Energy Council. He owns a
PhD in economics from Babes-Bolyai University
from Cluj-Napoca. He has over 9 years of experience
in the energy sector (distribution and supply, natural
gas and electricity, renewable energies, e-mobility,
decentralized PV, biomethane, hydrogen) within two
of the largest energy companies in Romania. He has
expertise in the areas of strategy, business
development, finance, respectively in implementing
strategic and transformational projects. He has a
strong interest in the sustainability area and new
technologies that help us to reduce the impact on the
environment.
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