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”Romanian oil and natural gas – History in images” exhibi�on was realized within the project with the
same �tle ini�ated by the Technical Science Academy of Romania – Sec�on X – Petroleum, Mining and
Geonomy Engineering, and carried out under the auspices of The Science and Technology Commitee
of the Chamber of Depu�es and it aims to become a modest tribute in images paid to those who
contributed and/or are s�ll contribu�ng to the development of the petroleum and natural gas industry
of Romania, an essen�al component of the na�onal power system. At the same �me, it is a challenge
for the young genera�on, and not only, to penetrate the secrets of the Romanian oil and gas universe.
The exhibi�on contains both representa�ve images of the beginning of the petroleum and natural gas
extrac�on and processing in Romania, our country’s posi�on and its role during the two World Wars,
as well as the current situa�on of this industry. The images are distributed on 33 posters with the
dimensions 1500x1000 mm.
The images (illustrated postcards, photos, documents, shares, etc.) most of which being very rare,
accompanied by brief explana�ons, represent an appeal to acknowledge one of the historical steps in
Romania`s moderniza�on in the last 150 years, a remembrance of the rich and tumultuous past of our
country`s petroleum and gas industry.
The leap from the manufacturing to the technical started in 1857 with the building of the ﬁrst reﬁnery
for the kerosene produc�on in Ploies� carried on with an increase in geological prospec�ng, technical
innova�ons, drilled meters, investors and reﬁneries, determining the spectacular growth in produc�on,
especially a�er 1900, and the posi�oning of the Romanian petroleum industry of the top of the world
hierarchy. The petroleum, and, later on, the natural gas represented the founda�on of the Romanian
society`s moderniza�on during the interwar period. A�er the Second World War, owing the
accomplishments in the petrochemistry domain, especially to the manufacturing of petroleum and
petrochemical equipment, which became a true brand, Romania returned to the interna�onal elite of
the petroleum and natural gas domain. The presence of petroleum and natural gas resources
represented a real beneﬁt for Romania. In the 1980s, Romania had a processing capacity of about 30
million tons of crude oil per year, and it was considered the second manufacturer and exporter of
petroleum and petrochemistry equipment in the world. In this context, an essen�al role was bestowed
upon Romanian and foreign specialists trained at the Petroleum and Gas University of Ploies�. A�er
the social and poli�cal events in 1989, the petroleum and gas industry, as well as the produc�on of
petroleum and petrochemical equipment recorded a decrease, similar to the en�re Romanian industry.
Nevertheless, nowadays, Romania represents the second greatest manufacturer of natural gas in
Europe.
Some major events that hallmarked Romania`s ranking among the ﬁrst in the petroleum and gas
industry in the world were, as follows:
1. Romania`s oﬃcial recording as the ﬁrst country in the world to achieve 275 tons in petroleum
produc�on in 1857
2. Bringing into service the ﬁrst industrial reﬁnery of kerosene, in Râfov, near Ploieș�, in 1857
3. The inaugura�on of the kerosene public ligh�ng in Bucharest, during the same year.
4. In 1908, the drilling session discovered the natural gas deposits from Sărmășel, which
represented the beginning of natural gas exploita�on in the Transylvanian Basin

5. In 1928, the ﬁrst European gas compressor sta�on was built in Sărmășel.
The main bibliographic sources that underpinned our projects are personal collec�ons (illustrated
postcards, photographs, documents, ac�ons, etc.) and works of own or other authors dealing with
aspects of the history of Romanian oil and gas.
The authors thank all those who contributed and will add their contribu�on to the development of the
project en�tled “Romanian Oil And Natural Gas - History In Pictures”, ini�ated by the Technical Science
Academy of Romania – Sec�on X – Petroleum, Mining and Geonomy Engineering, and carried out under
the auspices of The Science and Technology Commitee of the Chamber of Depu�es.

